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Evaluating Website Credibility - A Checklist
Author (Source)

Is the author identified?







Y 
N

Are the author’s credentials or is information about the author present?
Y 
N
Is an email or other contact information given?




Y
N

Is it clear that an institution or university or organization 

sponsored the web site? (Check the url/domain.)



Y
N

Currrency (Date)

Is the date the web site was put on the Web present?



Y
N

Is the date the information was found  present?




Y
N

Is the date the information was revised present? 



Y
N
Do the links work?








Y
N
Coverage

Is the topic explored in depth? 






Y
N

The information is: 







primary     secondary

Objectivity

Is the purpose of the site stated (to persuade, inform, explain)? 

Y
N
The information given is:






fact
       opinion
The information given and the views expressed are: 


biased       objective

Accuracy

Has the information been reviewed (peer, editor, or instructor)?

Y
N

Are the sources of the information listed in a bibliography? 


Y
N
Can the information be verified from other sources?



Y
N
Audience

Is the website designed for an elementary or general audience?

Y
N
Is the intended audience academic or professional?



Y
N

�





What does the domain name tell you about the source? 


.ca - Canadian-based website


.gov - Government


.edu - Educational institution 


.org - Organizations or special interest groups, usually non-profit


.com, .net, .biz - companies, pretty much everything else











